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Autumn 2014

The highlight of the past quarter was without doubt the 
highly successful investiture ceremony in February, when 
we admitted one postulant, Jennifer Crocker, as a member 
and promoted Derrick and Serena Rosslind, who were in-
vested as Commanders of the Order.

Eleven institutions and individuals received merit awards.

The service at St Michael’s, Observatory, was conducted by 
our chaplains, Canon Rowan Smith and the Ven. Archdeacon 
Richard Girdwood, and the beautiful and inspiring music was 
supplied by Advocate Deon Irish. The Lessons were read by 
Mary Lister and the Commander of the Western Cape, Com-
mander Michael Allen. 

The service was preceded by the customary vigil and followed 
by a formal dinner at the Cape Town Club, which was attended 
by 35 members and guests. 

The response to all these events has been gratifyingly warm and enthusiastic.

We were honoured by the presence of Ron and Heather Pennicott and Iris Fair of the Gauteng Com-
mandery, who travelled from Johannesburg to attend the ceremonies and it was a great pleasure to welcome 
them into our fellowship. Both Heather and Iris have been members of the Order for many years and have 
faithfully represented the South African Grand Bailiwick at numerous local and international gatherings.

For their exceptionally long and devoted service to the Order, Heather was appointed Commander of the 
Companionate of Merit while Iris has been appointed a Dame of the Companionate of Merit.

The Chevalier William de Villiers was elevated to the grade of Knight of the Companionate of Merit, in 
recognition of his exceptional loyalty to the Order. A member of the Order for more than 22 years, he was 
responsible for reviving the Cape Delegation in 1991 and has since then edited the national newsletter, served 
on the Grand Bailiff ’s National Council and also spent a period as Secretary-General of the Grand Bailiwick 
in 2011 and 2012.  He has also acted as close advisor to me since my appointment and his sage counsel and 
notable institutional knowledge have been invaluable.

Also named a Commander of the Companionate of Merit was Dame O’Leen Louw, who has been a loyal 
and active member of the Order for more than 18 years. It was she who was instrumental, along with the 
Chevalier William de Villiers, in organising the first investiture held in St Michael’s, Observatory, in 1991, so it 
was fitting that her promotion coincided with that of Father Richard Girdwood, the current rector of the 
parish. Father Richard was appointed to the grade of Officer of the Companionate of Merit in recognition of 
his services as Chaplain of the Order for more than twenty years.   



In a humbling display of marital companionship, Derrick and Serena Rosslind, -who both joined the order 
in 2005 - were invested as Commanders (C.L.J.). Derrick is honoured for his consistent devotion to the chari-
table activities of the Order, his enthusiastic membership of the National Council and his valued guidance to 
the senior officers of the Order.

Serena has been honoured not only for her active support of the Order’s charitable and social events, but 
for her agreement to become Commander of the Western Cape Commandery at the end of 2010, at a time 
when the Order was emerging from a protracted period of internal dissent. Her success in restoring the 
morale of the Commandery – often in the face of much personal difficulty – is deserving of the Order’s rec-
ognition.    
 
In congratulating Michael Allen on his appointment as the new Western Cape Commander, I must cite his 
energy.  With some very motivated assistance from members of the WC Commandery, Michael hosted a very 
agreeable braai at his home in April for all Cape-based members, and all present agreed that it was a most 
enjoyable occasion.

The success and remarkably efficient organization of the investiture ceremony and its associated events bear 
out my conviction that the Order finds itself in a healthy, active and viable state, and is able to face the chal-
lenges of the future with confidence and hope. The activities of recent months also show the strength and 
dedication of the Order’s members and officers, and I am extremely grateful to all of them for their continu-
ing devotion to the Order and for the support and friendship they have extended to me. 

Of course, much that we do adds great joy and fulfillment to our lives, and the focus of future months will 
– very visibly – be on the charitable works, fund-raising and social activism that represent the ground-rock of 
our existence. But we should never forget that ours is a Christian Order, in which we are expected to honour 
and practice the teachings of Our Lord. 

Since the times of the earliest Church Fathers, the ideal of the imitation of Christ has been an important ele-
ment of Christian theology, ethics and spirituality. It is an ideal which should continue to inform and justify all 
the activities and projects of the Order of Saint Lazarus.

We are enjoined by the Constitution of the Order to dedicate the South African jurisdiction to the care and 
assistance of the poor and the sick, to preserve and defend the Christian faith, and to promote and maintain 
the principles of Christian chivalry. If we remain loyal to these charitable, philanthropic and spiritual impera-
tives, we may be sure that God’s blessing is upon us.

Dame TAMRA CAPSTICK-DALE  DCLJ
Grand Bailiff

The GRAND BAILIFF focuses on past and future
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CAPE  TOWN COMMANDERY

On perhaps the most blustery Observatory morning of the year, a bunch of our Cape Town Com-
mandery stalwarts pitched in with energy, foodstuffs, gas and a gazebo, to help the church to raise 
much needed funds at its annual bazaar. 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH BAZAAR
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GAUTENG COMMANDERY

Recently, four friends of the Order, Eugene and Deb-
bie Venter and Mel and Elize Shandos, arranged a 
‘boere’ sports day at The Loerie Childrens Home.

Contributor : Chev. Ron Pennicott

Prior to the event, Betzy Jacobs arranged for teams with 
different colour T-shirts and shorts and banners of the 
kids’ own design and name. Green was ‘Renosters’, Black 
’Goggas’, Red ‘Ladybugs’, Blue ‘Jelly Tots’ and Green and 
Blue were the ‘Giftjies”’

Gauteng Commandery’s Bill Gilbert has been promoted to Commander.  
A promotion well deserved for a long and supportive role in the Order.

Teams competed in relay races, sack 
races, three-legged races, biting apples 
hanging on a string and egg and spoon 
races.
 

Afterwards food and cold drink were 
laid on with pancakes, jaffles, sweets 
and fruit. A candy-floss machine was 
hired and great fun was had by all eat-
ing the sugary fluff.  All round it was a 
wonderful day put on by enthusiastic 
friends of the Order.

To give support, Chevalier and Dame Pennicott and Commander Bill Gilbert and his wife, went 
along and were much encouraged by events and the expense which the friends incurred to organised things.
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The VIGIL service at St Michaels’ and All Saints 
Church in Observatory - which was beautiful, mean-
ingful and moving - was conducted by Canon Rowan 
Smith, SChLJ, and the Venerable Fr. Richard Gird-
wood, JCD, ChLJ, BMLJ.

Our postulant, Jen Crocker, was supported by ten members 
of the Order: HE the Grand Bailiff, Dame Tamra Capstick-
Dale; the Commander of the Western Cape Command-
ery, Commander Michael Allen; the Commander of the 
Gauteng Commandery, Chevalier Ron and Dame Heather 
Pennicott; and the Chevalier Johan and Dame O’Leen 
Louw; Dame Iris Fair; the Chevalier William de Villiers; 
the Rev. Alan Lindhorst and Captain Will Carter.

The prayers of a postulant:

“Give me the strength that I may be able to live hencefor-
ward according to these aims and ideals, so that I may sin-
cerely enter the ancient and honourable ranks of chivalry.

VIGIL SERVICE and INVESTITURE

Postulant Jen Crocker

Our National INVESTITURE Service the next day, was – rightly - a solemn occasion for not only a 
rededication of the members present to the precepts and principles of the Order, but to collectively 
pray for strength and guidance in the way forward, as a backdrop for the certificates, awards and pro-
motions given to selected members and the induction of the postulant into the ranks of the Order.

Those so honoured, were the following:

CERTIFICATES OF MERIT  The Sarah Fox Children’s Hospital
    The Christine Revell Children’s Home

MERIT AWARDS  Ms L Heyburgh   Bronze Medal of Merit
    Captain W M Carter JCD, OLJ Bronze Medal of Merit
    Advocate D Irish SC, OSC  Silver Medal of Merit
    The Chevalier A W Stubbs KLJ Gold Medal of Merit
    The Ven. Fr. R J Girdwood
     JCD, ChLJ, BMLJ  Companionate of Merit – OMLJ
    Dame L O’L Louw DLJ, MMLJ Companionate of Merit – CMLJ
    Dame H M Pennicott DLJ, OBLJ Companionate of Merit – CMLJ
    The Chevalier A W de Villiers
     KStJ, KLJ, MMLJ  Companionate of Merit - KMLJ
    Dame I Fair DLJ, CMLJ  Companionate of Merit – DMLJ

POSTULANT   Mrs J K Crocker

PROMOTIONS  Mrs S M Rosslind OLJ  OLJ to CLJ
    D K Rosslind OLJ   OLJ to CLJ

“Let me be solemn in our promises to observe and obey the Statutes of the Military and Hospitaller Order 
of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem, and to uphold in my life and conversation its high ideals of Christian devotion, 
service and charity.”
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From the W. CAPE COMMANDER’s desk

The organising committee consists of the Commander, secretary and treasurer - who automatically become 
members - and also a few volunteers. This is of course is very encouraging. From past experience I find  vol-
unteers usually make things happen, rather than wait for someone else to set the ball rolling.

It is hoped in the future, that we are able to encourage individual members to come up with ideas and to 
get involved in their own projects. We have a good deal of experience amongst us and are happy to offer this 
expertese to assist our members to participate.

This year has already been fairly action packed. January saw the AGM and the election of a new committee. 
This was followed a few weeks later by a Vigil for a new postulant and thereafter her investiture as an officer 
in the Order.  This  occasion was also used by the Grand Bailiff to make a number of awards to members from 
both the Gauteng Commandery as well as the Western Cape.

This ceremony was followed by a most enjoyable dinner at the City Club. It was a wonderful occasion to 
entertain and spend some time getting to know all the visitors from Gauteng. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to wish Arnold Fair a speedy recovery from his recent illness and also offer our best wishes to Schalk 
Visser and Penny Culverwell who were unable to travel to Cape Town for the occasion.

After the Investiture weekend, the Commander and Heather hosted a social lunch/get-together at their 
home in Kenilworth. The day proved to be a perfect, typical late summer Cape day and great fellowship was 
enjoyed by all. We hope we are able to do this again in the future. It gave us all the opportunity  to get to 
know each other again and without any pressure, disscuss some very good ideas.

The committee has met regularly since the AGM and towards its declared goals, has drawn up a program for 
the rest of the year, covering proposed functions, some fund raisers and one or two purely social events  It is 
hoped that if anyone wishes to be involved in the organisation of these events - or has any new ideas -  they 
will contact the committee.  We’ll of course be very happy to assist .  

A typical example of what I am attempting to get across, is one that was brought to us by Caroline. We shall 
call it the ‘Fisherman Program’. More about this will appear elsewhere in this newsletter.

The past two or three years have brought about impor-
tant changes in the Western Cape Commandery as we 
have worked through a period of adjustment and reshap-
ing.

With Dame Tamra Capstick-Dale’s appointment as Grand 
Bailiff came a new management style at national level, and 
we’ve seen extremely positive changes with the introduction 
of new ideas and direction.  

The present Western Cape committee is completely com-
mitted towards ensuring that we focus on and grow in these 
areas and start ‘making a difference‘ once again.

For one reason or another, over time almost half of our mem-
bers have chosen to be posted to the inactive list and we 
hope that they can be persuaded to become active again.
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FEAST OF St. LAZARUSCape Town’s 
ANNUAL COMMEMORATION

of the

12 members were able to attend the 
annual commemoration of the Feast 
of St Lazarus at St Michael’s Church in 
Observatory.

Despite the sadness of the day, we enjoyed 
a beautiful church service, with a splendid 
sermon by our Secretary General, the Ven. 
Richard Girdwood, and beautiful music 
supplied by the choir and orchestra under 
the direction of Deon Irish.

Many thanks to those attending who helped 
make this such a warm and pleasant event, 
filled with good fellowship.

Amongst other fun anf fund-raising events, we’ll once again stage our ever-popular ‘Cook–a-Thon’ compe-
tition during the winter months.  Competitors will be vying for a floating thophy, so applications should be 
submitted as soon as we confirm the date and place, as there’s a limit to the numbers that can be accomo-
dated. 

Amongst other events, we’re going to resurect our traditional, successful Valentine Picnic too.

I would like to offer my thanks to Tamra and William who have offered support and direction since I was 
elected as Commander of the Western Cape Commandery and also to Caroline,  Anthony and Mac who 
made themselves available for reelection. To Michiel,  Will and Heather,......... Thank you so much for vol-
unteering to assist on the committee,  Your vast collective experience will be most helpful.

In closing, I would  once again like to remind you all of the reason that we have collectively and voluntarily 
joined this wonderful ancient Christian Order. 

If we all work together,    WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

MICHAEL ALLEN     CLJ  JCD

From the W. CAPE COMMANDER’s desk...........
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What can a state dinner or royal banquet tell us about God’s kingdom?  An image that is given a few 
times in scripture and which is one of the most beautiful is the royal banquet and wedding celebra-
tion given by the King.  

Let us take a few moments to reflect on this image......... I have in my possession an invitation I received on 
the feast of St Michael and All Angels in 2007. The franking on the envelope simply says “Government House, 
New Zealand”. The invitation is to a reception given by the Governor-General of New Zealand for the Order 
of St Lazarus. 

Easter.... and God’s Invitation

The Order had given the nation a pipe organ for 
the National War Memorial and we were receiving 
vice-regal recognition for our gift. The interesting 
thing about the invitation is that on the bottom 
corner where one would expect to see the RSVP 
details, it simply says “To Remind”. The invitation 
is given in the name of the Queen and therefore 
it is a command. 

All of us, in fact, have been invited to the most im-
portant reception of all! The last book in the bible 
ends with an invitation to the wedding feast of the 
Lamb and his Bride, the church: Revelations 22:17 
says, “The Spirit and the Bride say, Come!” 

Most of us would know the parable of Jesus, contained in Luke 14: 16 – 24, about the 
great banquet which was being prepared by a certain man. The parable of Jesus takes an 
unexpected twist when the invited guests make excuses about why they cannot attend. 

Why is this the case?

As with my invitation to Government House a King or great lord normally sent out invitations well in advance 
to his subjects, so they would have plenty of time to prepare for coming to the banquet.  At the appointed 
time the King holding the banquet sent out his servant to say to those invited “Come, for all things are now 
ready.” This was their equivalent of the “To Remind” on my invitation. How insulting for the invited guests to 
refuse to attend when the time for celebrating came! They made light of the King’s invitation because they 
put their own interests above his. 

In the parable, Jesus probes the reasons why people make excuses to God’s great invitation.  The first excuse 
allows the claims of one’s business to take precedence over God’s claim. Do you allow your work to totally 
absorb you and to keep you from thinking about God and following your religion?

The second excuse allows other goods or possessions to come before God.  Does television or other diver-
sions crowd out time which should be used for God in prayer and worship?

The third excuse puts home and family ahead of God.  This is one where people get fairly uptight. God never 
meant for our home and relationships to be used selfishly.

We serve God best when we invite him into our work and homes and when we share our possessions with 
others. 

The Ven Richard Girdwood, JCD, ChLJ,  BMLJ
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 The second part of the parable focuses on those who had no claim on the King and who would never have 
considered getting such an invitation.  The “poor, maimed, blind, and lame” represent the outcasts of society 
-- those who can make no claim on the King. There is even ample room at the feast of God for outsiders from 
the highways and hedges – that is how we as gentiles got into the reception. This is certainly an invitation of 
grace -- undeserved, unmerited favour and kindness! 

But this invitation also contains a warning for those who refuse it or who approach the wedding feast un-
worthily.  Grace is a free gift, but it is also an awesome responsibility.  God invites each of us to his banquet 
that we may share in his joy.  Are you ready to feast at the Lord’s banquet table? Are you ready to attend the 
wedding reception of the Lamb and his bride?

Jesus is the Lamb who was slain; he rose again and it is the resurrected Lord who calls us to follow him. The 
way in which we view the resurrection, the great event of Easter, is important.

The Resurrection should not be seen as a way of scoring points against anyone else, but as an event that 
transformed the human situation. Yes, enemies were declared to be defeated — such as the fear of death and 
a pervasive sense of hopelessness in the face of human mortality and transiency — but the Resurrection set 
out new possibilities, offering humans hope in their struggle against these ancient enemies. 

The first Christians – those followers of the Way - thus did not affirm the Resurrection of Christ against 
anyone. The “victory” of the Resurrection was not seen as a way of stigmatising other people, or proclaiming 
their defeat. Celebration here did not entail condemnation. The Christian church may well have deployed its 
ideas aggressively or prejudicially at later points in its history, and we should be thorough and loud in our 
criticism of it for doing so, yet this is a defection from its original vision. Belief in the Resurrection was seen 
as a positive option, “good news” for all humanity. 

All of us have beliefs that help us to make sense of life. They are found to be reliable and meaningful, yet often 
lie beyond logical or scientific proof. That doesn’t stop us holding on to our beliefs. Beliefs that we cannot 
prove to be true are part of the fabric of our lives, whether we are religious, secular or indifferent. It is in this 
context that God invites us with his words “Come, for all things are now ready.”

There are many people who consider Christianity a type of tyrannical religion. To them it is nothing but a se-
ries of commandments, You should do this. You should not do that. But Christianity is not first and foremost a 
“should” religion. It is, above all else, a “come” religion. The great drawing power of Christ is not in his “Thou 
shalt not” but in his “Come to me.” Come to be filled with the love of Jesus. Come to receive the Holy Spirit. 
Come to be filled with the power of God’s presence. Come to receive the grace of God. 

If we come to him, then we will do certain things, not because we “should” do them, but because it becomes 
our delight to do them as an expression of our love for Jesus.

Commenting on this word “Come,” St. John Chrysostom wrote these precious words, “His invitation is one 
of kindness. His goodness is beyond description. ‘Come to me all,’ not only rulers but also their subjects, not 
only the rich, but also the poor, not only the free but also the slaves, not only men but women, not only the 
young, but also the old, not only those of sound body, but also the maimed and those with mutilated limbs, 
all of you, he says, come! For such are the Master’s gifts; he knows no distinction of slave and free, nor of rich 
and poor, but all such inequality is cast aside. ‘Come,’ he says, ‘all who labour and are heavy laden!’

“And see whom he calls! Those who have spent their strength in breaking the law, those who are burdened 
with their sins, those who can no longer lift up their heads, those who are filled with shame, those who can 
no longer speak out. And why does he call them? Not to demand an accounting, nor to hold court. But why? 
To relieve them of their pain, to take away their heavy burdens.”

When Jesus says, “Come,” he does not stand on the top rung of a long, high ladder in heaven to signal us to 
start climbing. For He himself has climbed down the ladder to stand at our very elbows. He has come to us.

May the God who bids us ‘come’ bless you in this Eastertide.

Easter.... and God’s Invitation
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PROFILE  ON  ONE  OF  OURS

Both our races (age put us into different groups) were on Sunday … on Saturday, we went to 
support Greg Fourie - a paraplegic swimmer from the Navy - and generally to get involved in the hype 
and excitement … Greg bettered his time from last year by something like five minutes … He is quite an inspiration. 

The route is lined by lifesavers on paddle-skis, and the course divided into four with large buoys … in the water one can 
see little more than the next buoy … and the end is only visible from about halfway – and then it’s not that clear which 
building/tent is the actual end. I was advised to stay in the back to save being swam over by the eager … so although 
I heard of various horror stories of people being kicked, swam over and otherwise generally battered … I found my 
space in the water quickly and had little problems or interactions with other swimmers.

My greatest challenge was trying to keep straight without lane ropes … and catching my breath again after the adrenalin 
rush of the start … I gave up trying to swim crawl and switched to breaststroke by the first big buoy … 

Emma is in a different league as she swims for Natal – her biggest problem was that she got hungry half way … teen-
agers! Emma’s time of 26 mins was roughly half my 49 mins ... the elation and sense of triumph at the end was no less 
great!     We are both hooked and will most definitely be at the start line for the 2015 Midmar Mile - hopefully with 
others Lazarites!”

CAROLINE’s MIDMAR MILE

Caroline recently competed in the MIDMAR MILE event to test her swimming skills and to raise funds for St 
Lazarus. More importantly, from this, a new charitable initiative has been born..........

In Carline’s words:    “.............I don’t remember learning to swim - it’s just one of those things that one did all afternoon, 
every afternoon, growing up in Northern Namibia as I did. If not in the porta-pool in the back garden - then in lanes in 
the mine company pool under the guidance of a swimming coach!
 

I was never particularly good at swimming ... Certainly not good enough to continue it into High School as a sport... But 
I’ve always enjoyed it! I’m still not very good at it – being the slowest swimmer in the slow lane!

When troublesome feet finally forced me to hang up my running shoes, 
and inspired by my young friend Emma - I decided to join a swim squad.

Given Emma’s role in getting me back into swimming - could I pos-
sibly refuse her challenge to swim the 2014 Midmar mile - it was 
to be a first for both of us? 

CAROLINE (above) and friend EMMA (right)
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In her words................ “As the timing of the 2014 Mid-
mar clashed horribly with the St Lazarus Induction cer-
emony, I requested sponsorship for The Order of St 
Lazarus from my facebook friends and obviously invited 
suppot from Lazarites at local and provincial level, and 
have so far raised a small sum, -enough to motivate me 
to get this new idea going.

On the night of 30th January 2014, two young subsis-
tence fishermen - who had failed to obtain permits for 
fishing - borrowed a boat for the night and put out to 
sea… On the 31st - as I was processing my entry to the 
Midmar Mile,’ a local radio station news reader report-
ed on the finding of one of their bodies … their boat 
had capsized. This story played on my mind … it’s quite 
a well known fact that so many traditional fishermen are 
not able to swim.

NEW CHARITY INITIATIVE
CAROLINE’S

  As a result of her stoic challenge to swim the Midmar mile, Caroline has now got going on her 
own very worthy charitable initiative, with the full support of the Western Cape Commandery.

Supported by the Western Cape Commandery committee, I have now embarked on the founding of a programme to 
teach these Western Cape fishermen to swim.  In exploring this idea with NSRI and SAMSA, it has become clear that 
swimming is only part of the skill needed to save lives at sea … so the programme may well expand its training.

The intention for 2014 is to pilot the programme with one group of fishermen, ideally from the same community as the 
two who sadly drowned at the end of January. 

The estimated financial requirement is about R2000 a trainee and the pilot group will consist of 10-15 fishermen. There 
will be some specific fundraising activities for this programme in the year and we will continue to keep you posted with 
the progress of development of the programme.

Part of the first group of Hout Bay fishermen who will 
benefit from the ‘Learn to Swim’ initiative.
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    It underscores the central role of charity in almost all religions -- such as the 
Rigveda’s “Bounteous is he who gives unto the beggar who comes to him in want of food and feeble” and the 
Quran’s “The righteous are those who feed the poor, the orphan and the captive for the love of God, saying: 
‘We feed you for the sake of God alone; we seek from you neither reward nor thanks’.

Considering the issue of state obligation to care for the poor....... Some among the religious right systemati-
cally deny that the state has any obligation to the poor; indeed any obligation to the general welfare of its 
citizens overall. Care for the poor is assigned solely to families and churches. ... In an era when the income 
gap between wealthy and poor is only growing greater, the question is hardly insignificant. 

The author proceeds along two levels of reflection. 

“Our first answer is simply to point out that the Bible does in fact assign care of the poor to the state, with-
out any ambiguity. Psalm 72, perhaps written by David for Solomon to describe the duties of the ideal king, 
stresses obligation to the poor: ‘May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance 
to the needy and crush the oppressor ... For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those 
who have no helper. He has pity on the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of the needy. From 
oppression and violence he redeems their life; and precious is their blood in his sight’. 

This is not describing a family, or the church; this is a clear mandate to state obligation for the poor in a 
description of the ideal government. Again, the book of Proverbs likewise describes the duties of the ideal 
king in very similar terms: ‘Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of the destitute. Speak out, judge 
righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy’. It is precisely the role of the king to give voice to the voice-
less in society. 

“But here we need, in closing, to dig to a deeper, more profound level. 

 “Jesus describes a final judgment in which all nations -- not families, not churches, but nations, including their 
governments -- will be gathered before him (Matt 25:31-46). Notice, by the way, that the much vaunted issue 
of national exceptionalism is a divine prerogative, not a human one; only Christ alone has the right to decide 
which nations are truly exceptional.                

BOOK REVIEW

Your editor recently stumbled across a new publication 
by Paul McGlasson, entitled NO!............... which, apart 
from posing some some serious questions relating to ba-
sic Christian doctrine, also contains some beautifully ex-
pressed sentiment regarding helping the poor.

It comes from the debate within contemporary Christianity 
on this very subject, where the ‘religious right’ tends to take 
the position that it is not government’s place to use state 
funds to help the poor. This book contains a rebuttal to this 
position from a prominent Christian scholar -- and includes 
a heartfelt reminder of our collective responsibility to help 
the unfortunate. 

McGlasson’s reminder is imbedded in a powerful and terrify-
ing portrait of ‘Judgment Day’ so prominent in the Chris-
tian New Testament.
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Nations -- all nations -- will be judged, not by a fallible human judgment, but by the only judgment that really 
matters, by the Lord of all nations -- on one basis only: how did you care for the weak and the needy? Did 
you feed the hungry among you, or let them struggle to survive? Did you give the thirsty something to drink, 
or watch callously as they scrambled for every scrap? 

Do you provide for the health and well-being of the sick and the dying, or force them to choose between the 
medication they need and food to keep alive? Did you welcome the stranger to your shores, or with hardness 
of heart build walls to keep them away? Did you treat even the prisoners among you with the humanity they 
still retain, despite their mistakes in life? Did you provide clothing to the naked, or turn away from what is ‘no 
concern of mine’? This is not a question of ‘social policy.’ 

Christ makes it all too clear that far more is at stake. How nations -- including their governments -- treat the 
poor, is how they treat Christ himself: ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to me’.”

Below is the passage the author refers to from the Christian New Testament, Gospel of St. Matthew, Chapter 
25, verses 31 to 46.

‘But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious 
throne. All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shep-
herd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.

Then the King will say to those on His right, “Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was 
thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed 
Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.”

Then the righteous will answer Him, “Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You 
something to drink? And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? When 
did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?” The King will answer and say to them, “Truly I say to you, 
to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.”

 Then He will also say to those on His left, “Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has 
been prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and 
you gave Me nothing to drink; I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in;  naked, and you did not clothe 
Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.”

Then they themselves also will answer, “Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, 
or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?”Then He will answer them, “Truly I say to you, to the extent 
that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.” These will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.

                              DAVID McGLASSON

 NO! How will he decide? He makes it crystal clear in this passage. Care for the 
poor is not an obligation of the state; it is only in some sense, the obligation 
of the state. Nations will not be judged by whether they have a powerful 
military; nor whether they have a strong middle class. 

As Lazarites, let us think on these things and act singly or 
as a group, to do what is right for those whose need is 
greater than ours.
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The Grandmaster is happy to announce that 
our venerable Order has a new Ecclesiastical 
Grand Prior

APPOINTMENT OF NEW GRAND PRIOR

The new Ecclesiastical Grand Prior of the Order 
of St Lazarus of Jerusalem, H.E. the Most Reverend 
Archbishop Michele Pennisi, is Abbot and Arch-
bishop of Monreale (Sicily, Italy) and Abbot of Santa 
Maria del Bosco.  

According to the Order’s Constitution, this signifi-
cant appointment was made by the Grand Master 
after consultation with the Order’s Spiritual Pro-
tector, His Beatitude Gregorios III Laham, our be-
loved Patriarch, who gave his blessing and approval.

According to our Constitution the Ecclesiastical Grand Prior of the Order - with the support of a Spiritual 
Advisory Council - will provide counsel and support to the national jurisdictions, and advise the Grand Mas-
ter and the Grand Magistral Council on all matters of ecclesiology and spirituality of the Order.
 

As a Principal Grand Officer of the Order, the Ecclesiastical Grand Prior is an ex-officio member of all the 
Order’s main committees, including the Grand Executive Committee and Grand Magistral Council.  He is 
the chairman of the Spiritual Advisory Council and the Ecumenical Commission. In addition, the Ecclesiastical 
Grand Prior’s presence is important for some events such as Vigils and Investitures or our periodic Pilgrim-
ages to a Holy Shrine. He also provides a significant connection with the Order’s Spiritual Protector.  

By ancient tradition, the Spiritual Protector of the Order is His 
Beatitude the Melchite-Greek Catholic Patriarch of Antioch and 
all the East, of Alexandria and of Jerusalem. 

He is the guardian of our spiritual integrity. With the assistance 
of, and in collaboration with the Ecclesiastical Grand Prior of the 
Order, our Spiritual Protector shall provide spiritual support and 
guidance to the Order, and his position helps us to be closer to 
the Eastern Churches and the Holy Land.
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DELEGATION OF 
MEXICO

Every month, each member of the Order makes a donation to the Order in Mexico towards the continued 
support of the St. Lazarus Order of Mexico. During each year, each member makes two additional donations 
to the US, the first at Easter and the second in December.
 

The majority of our local charitable work is focused on getting medical equipment, transportation vehicles, 
medicines, computers, food, etc. to support the daily activities at the leprosy clinics. Recently, a well-known 
local - Laboratory Analysis Company - donated a substantial amount of laboratory equipment for use at our 
two laboratories at Morelia and Irapuato. 

Our two leprosy clinics each run a small laboratory that provides services to third parties and helps raise 
money for our clinics. At Morelia we have been more successful. 

Last year, following a great deal of correspondence, the St. Lazarus Order of Mexico received a substantial 
donation from Mrs. Arango, who lives in Spain. She had heard about our local ongoing charitable work with 
Hansen disease patients. Through her kindness and generosity, we were able to open an additional leprosy 
clinic at La Barca, Jalisco, located 100 km south of Guadalajara. 

This is an area that badly needs assistance from organizations such as ours in order to attend the needs of 
patients adversely affected by this terrible disease. 

St. Lazarus Order of Mexico began oper-
ating in Mexico in 1974 following a fund-
ing grant from the Grand Priory of America.  

Over the years, our activity and involvement has grown 
and funds were raised to initially support the Morelia 
Leprosy Clinic followed by the Irapuato Clinic. Thir-
ty percent of the funding is raised locally in Mexico, and 
the balance comes from the Grand Priory of America. 

Way beyond cultural, political or religeous de-
vides, on the INDIAN sub-continent itself, there 
are an estimated 148 million people (21% of the 
population) who survive by begging alone, most 
often amongst communities that in themselves 
barely survive above the poverty line of less than 
R15 a day.....

The latest UNICEF data shows that one in three malnourished 
children worldwide are found in India.
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Glyn took the flag with the green cross  to Camp 
Bastion in Lashkar Gar, Helmund Province, Afghani-
stan, and it will fly above the medical unit for the 
term of his current tour of duty. 

ENGLAND and WALES
Lazarus Flag to fly over Camp Bastion 

The camp is situated in a remote desert area, far from 
population centres. Four miles long by two miles 
wide, it has a busy airfield and a field hospital.

Camp Bastion is the main British military base in Af-
ghanistan.  Accommodating 28,000 people, it exists 
to be the logistics hub for Allied operations against 
the Taliban.    It is the largest British overseas military 
camp built since the Second World War.

At the Vigil Service prior to the National Investiture held at Farm St Church late last year, the Flag 
of the Order was blessed by the Chaplain-General, and presented to Colonel the Chevalier Dr Glyn 
Jones, KLJ.

Camp Bastion airfield and heliport now handles 600 fixed and rotary-wing aircraft movements every day, 
operating combat, medical and logistics flights. Its air traffic controllers are integral to the support of the 
UK’s operations in southern Afghanistan and the Air Traffic Control Squadron at Camp Bastion is the first to 
recruit and train US Marines to UK air traffic control standards.

It has now grown to become the fifth-busiest UK-operated airport.

In 2013, the British opened a training school for Afghan troops at Camp Bastion, as part of their exit from 
Afghanistan strategy. During 2014, Camp Bastion is expected to be transferred to the American forces.

HOSPITAL

Camp Bastion’s Hospital is operated by regular and 
reserve personnel of the British Army, Royal Navy, and 
Royal Air Force of the Joint Force Medical Group, as 
well as medical assets from the US Army. 

Medical staff include Orthopaedic Surgeons, General 
Surgeons, Anesthetists, Nurses and Medics. The hos-
pital cares for wounded military personnel from the 
British, US and other ISAF forces in Helmand Province, 
evacuated from the battlefield for treatment, support-
ed by US Army, Navy, and Air Force medics, or from 
which they are further evacuated to the Royal Centre 
for Defence Medicine at Queen Elizabeth Hospital in 
Birmingham. 

The Medical Emergency Response Team (MERT) is made up of two teams based in ‘Main Operating Base Bas-
tion’ responsible for extracting casualties from anywhere within Helmand Province.

The MERT consists of a doctor, an emergency department nurse and two paramedics. In addition four Royal 
Air Force Regiment gunners provide armed protection when they land and leave the helicopter to collect 
the casualty.

Afghan nationals are also treated at the hospital in many circumstances including accidental injuries and road 
traffic collisions. Currently they are the busiest Role 3 NATO hospital in Afghanistan.

An ambulance waits to receive a casualty from a Chinook 
helicopter at Camp Bastion, Afghanistan following an en-
gagement with the enemy. 
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HUNGARY Esytergom

The Chapel of the VaszaryKolos Hospital in Esztergom (Hungary) 
closed down in 1954. 

For a long time the building was used as an x-ray storage room for 
the hospital but ended up in a ruinous condition. 

Donations from the Order allowed the Chapel’s renovation. and 
Archbishop of Esztergom-Budapest, Cardinal Dr. László Paskai  
consecrated it again in September 1991.

On December 16th, 2000, the Apostolic Nuncio and doyen of the 
diplomatic corps in Hungary, Karl-Josef Rauber, performed Mass 
in the church for accredited diplomats in Hungary, our Order’s 
members, Esztergom city leaders and hospital patients to celebrate 
the new Millennium. The Nuncio also consecrated the new bell of 
the church, which was donated by a Member of the Parliament and 
a representative of Esztergom: János Latorcai Újházi Aranka 
DLJ, a member of our Order.

The CHAPEL of Saint Lazarus, resurected from the ruins of 
the old, brings new life and hope to the faithful of this ancient 
region.

In the St. Lazarus chapel, weekly Roman and Greek Catholic masses as well as 
Evangelical Services are now held.

Arrangements were made by Dame Éva Nyáry to manufacture the restored 
window-mosaic and decorate it with the Knight Cross of the Order of Merit 
of Hungary 

Towards the end of last year, Cardinal and Archbishop of Esztergom-Budapet, 
Dr. Erdő Péter, offered the chapel to the Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint 
Lazarus of Jerusalem, through Grand Prior, Countess Éva Nyáry, 

The Raising of Lazarus, relief of the caisson top of the 
Western front doors of the Isaak Cathedral, St. Petersburg,
Russia.

Another priceless example of various interpretations by artists 
of different cultures and spirtiual persuasions, around the world, 
of this momentous event.

A MOMENT CAPTURED



The cradle designed for the royal couple was created from noble wood. “I have gathered the raw material”, 
said Árpád  proudly as he displayed two hundred year old walnut tree and other exotic trees used for the 
cradle.  Árpád continued, “I made sure that it was ready for the expected birth and the plan is to hand it over 
in person to the royal couple with Countess Éva Nyáry, Grand Prior of Hungary. “

The cradle was decorated with the Hungarian flags as well as the green Lazarus Cross of our Order.

The royal cradle was consecrated in the Saint Anna Church during a Holy Mass on September 26, 2013, re-
corded by a press conference and TV coverage, and sent to London for presentation to the Royal couple. 

HUNGARY
A Cradle for Prince George. 

-The dream of a Lazarus Knight

Árpád Rostás - a cabinet maker from Marcal and 
an active member of the Order in Hungary, -creat-
ed a cradle for the heir to the throne, Georgem first 
borne son of Prince William and Duchess Kate.

Árpád who is renowned in the past for - amongst other 
successes - restoring the stairs of the stateroom of Ver-
sailles palace, has long had a dreamto hand-craft a cradle 
for Prince George. 

Árpád Rostás was raised under state care in children homes.  He 
learned his cabinet-maker’s profession and for more than thirty 
years, wandered the country and later across Europe, working as 
a building restoration expert.

He has become renowned as a craftsman of the highest order and 
has been much sought-after for the most splendid and also the 
most intricate of restoration projects.  

Árpád has worked in the Vatican and Versailles and in Hungary, has 
restored buildings such as Parliament, the synagogue of Dohány 
Street and many other historical monuments.

With the support of the Council of Human Dignity and the Scien-
tific Association, Árpád built a wooden church called Széchenyi, 
run as a home for disadvantaged children in Somogyvár, in the 
park of Széchenyi castle.  

His goal is dual:............. He wishes to give thanks for the state care and schooling he received through taxpay-
ers’ money, but more importantly, he also wants to prove that children who grow up in children’s homes can 
become useful and proud members of society.

Zoltán Lomnici, President of the Council of Human Dignity, said of Rostás, “His work is a powerful example 
for all youngsters in hard conditions with similar problems,. He tells them that it is worthy to struggle for 
success.”

János Latorcai, Vice-President of the Hungarian Parliament, said in his speech:,“Let’s bring the news to Brus-
sels about the openness of our society, where everyone can study, have a career and succeed in life without 
regard to his or her origin.
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HUNGARY

    In January this year, the Grand 
Priory Hungary again participated on the Bamako Rally.  
Their Children Mission brought school supplies, camping 
equipment, clothes, foodstuff and more to orphanages and 
schools across Gambia.

Members of the Order participating of the Children mission 
were Zsolt Udvari OLJ and the postulants Ferdinánd Petrov and 
Viktor Matók. The travel path - by Lada car emblazoned with 
the logo of the Lazarus-Children Mission and amongst hundreds 
of participants - ran from Hungary to Italy and then across to 
Africa by ferry. From Morocco the rally headed south, among 
some of the world’s poorest countries, -Mauritania and Senegal 
to Gambia.

Besides the expected heavy and adverse weather conditions 
(minus 10˚C to way over 40˚C) and topography (from snow-
scapes to desert sands), there were major concerns about re-
cent well-publicised attacks by heavily-armed sectarian groups, 
which may well have hindered these donations from being deliv-
ered to the people who needed them most, and of course also 
possibly threaten the physical security of volunteers.

The vehicle used by these intrepid Lazarites of the Hungarian 
Grand Priory will do the nearly 8000km route there and back 
and then - decorated with hundreds of signatures collected dur-
ing the Rally, has been put up for auction, with funds raised going 
to help other worthy charitable causes.

Bamaka Rally for the benefit 

of the Children in Gambia 

Unites States current issue

STAMPS
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The Hereditary Commandery of Wallendorf recently staged a 90 minute Charity Concert at the 
Church of Saint Martin in Nierstein and was able to raise signifocant funding for the150-year-old St. 
Louis Hospital in Jereusalem.

The evening’s programme included organ pieces by Bach and Buxtehude, virtuosos performances of classical 
pieces Franck and Mozart, - with a little Gershwin thrown in for good measure and an outstanding presen-
tation by youngsters from Reonce the Youth Music School of Nierstein-Oppenheim as well as the ladies’ 
choir Voices4all (from the MGV 1862 Mommenheim), who took guests on a journey through the World of 
Gospel.

Hereditary Commander Thomas Piontek lead through the evening as moderator and had as his special guests, 
the Mayor of Friesenheim, Gerhard Held with his spouse, the Vice Hereditary Commander of Sighartstein 
Stephan Henhapl, the Referendary of the Grand Bailiwick of Germany Dr. Klaus-Dieter Herbst together with 
his spouse  and Chaplain Dr. Guido Hangartner of the Priory of Liechtenstein.

Well over 1700 Euros was collected in favour of the St. Louis Hospital in Jerusalem.

GERMANY
Hereditary Commandery of Wallendorf supports oncology hospital in Jerusalem

This is a historic institution that trully 
serves across religious, cultural and eth-
nic boundaries.

Founded in 1851, the St. Louis French Hos-
pital in Jerusalem is located near the old city, 
close to City Hall. The hospital was and is 
run by the French order St. Joseph’s Sis-
ters of the Apparition. The Hospital is 
fully integrated into Jerusalem’s health sys-
tem and serves patients of all backgrounds. 
It follows the Jewish and Muslim dietary 
laws to allow patients of all faiths to live 
there comfortably.

Today the hospital has 50 beds and serves cancer patients in advanced stages of their disease as well as some 
chronically ill and coma patients. It has a high staff to patient ratio, and young people from around the world 
volunteer as nursing support. The Director of this unique hospital - Rabbi Miriam Berkowitz - is committed 
to providing pastoral support.

Chaplains across various faiths visit chronic, oncol-
ogy and palliative care patients and have developed 
a relationship of mutual respect and cooperation 
with staff, are present on specific days and times 
and available for patients and their families on an 
on-call basis. 

Staff  provide support groups, resources for medical 
staff with ethical decision making and end-of-life is-
sues, support for the bereaved, rituals or memorial 
services and referrals to clergy of other faiths at the 
request of the patient.
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GERMANY

DINO members conducted a unique interview with Christians, Muslims and Jews in the Middle East.  By lis-
tening to them, concrete projects and proposals for peace can be developed for the benefit of affected people 
in the Middle East region.

The EU Special Representative for the Middle East Peace Process, Ambassador Dr. Andreas Reinicke from 
Brussels said in his speech, among  other things, “DINO is an organization that - if it were not already  existent 
today, it would have to be necessarily established.”

According to him, there is now the most serious beginning for peace. It is important that there is an organi-
zation like DINO which - outside of the political mainstream - pursues the development and negotiation, and 
makes its proposals and projects for peace well known to the public.

Chevalier Erdenberger replied in the award ceremony  “.....This is a confirmation of previous work of DINO, 
but also as a challenge and commitment to the future”. At the same time, he gratefully acknowledged the vol-
untary work of the Board of Trustees from Germany and the Middle East region over the past seven years.

Since the founding of  DINO ‘s efforts, Chev. Manfred Erdenberger KLJ has been supported by high-ranking 
politicians, international diplomats, representatives of Churches and Civic Organizations, radio and television 
journalists and associations, and among these, by the Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem.  

First and foremost, have been the international Spiritual Protector of the Order of St. Lazarus, His Beatitude 
Patriarach Gregorios III and members of the  the Advisory Board  are GPEU Secretary General Rudolf 
Wansleben KMLJ and GPEU Grand Prior Klaus-Peter Pokolm GCLJ from the Humanitarian Grand 
Priory Europe (GPEU).

Chevalier Erdenberger receives Peace Price for 
Middle East Initiative

The Muhammad Nafi -Tschelebi prize is awarded annually by 
the Central Institute Islam Archive Germany Amina Abdullah 
- Foundation eV (ZIIAD).

In their statement, the Foundation stated:  The Westphalian 
Peace of 1648 inspired the initiative. ‘Peace is the greatest 
good.’ ‘Born of the desire and knowledge that peace is the 
supreme good’, 

In his congratulations to the peace prize ceremony, DINO member Patriarch 
Gregorios III  wrote  from Damascus :   “This is  also a recognition of your  
much-needed commitment for  peace in Syria and the Holy Land”



They were first established at Wexford around 1172 and the Priory at Kilmainham was established in Dublin 
around 1174 by Strongbow, Richard de Clare, Earl of Pembroke. 

In 1212, Pope Innocent III confirmed some 129 properties acquired by the Order in Ireland, although the 
number of knights was quite small (some thirty or forty) due to the fact that a candidate had to have proof 
of nobility, pay a large fee, maintain himself and two horses, be willing to travel on call and when they died, all 
their property and possessions was to be bequeathed to the Order. 

In Ireland as elsewhere, the brethren had to maintain their primary duty to provide hospitality to pilgrims and 
travellers, but because of the ongoing rebellion by the Irish Clans in the wake of the Norman invasion, the 
preceptories very often acted as military outposts on the borders of the Anglo-Norman territories such as 
at Killybeggs and Kilteel in Co. Kildare. 

It is unclear if any of the hospitallers who came to Ireland between the 12th and 16th Centuries, belonged 
to the Order of St. Lazarus, although it would seem most probable that some of the leper houses in Ireland 
belonged to and were maintained by the Order. 

Certainly, many locations today bear names which indicate an earlier connection with hospitallers and the 
care of lepers. These include Palmerstown (pilgrims town) and Lazar’s Hill, both in Dublin.

The last Prior of Kilmainham was Sir John Rawson, appointed in 1511. With the advent of the suppression of 
the monasteries and religious houses, Rawson negotiated the surrender of Kilmainham and the properties of 
the Order in 1540. 

After about 365 years this marked the end of the Hospitaller Knights at Kilmainham. 

Post Reformation

By the early sixteenth century the Order was moribund. Leprosy had been virtually eliminated in Europe. The 
Crusades were over and in Papal eyes, there was very little to justify the continued existence of the Order 
of Saint Lazarus.

The Knights Hospitaller resumed activities in Ireland in 1903 when a division of the St. John’s Ambulance 
Brigade was established by Sir John Lumsden at St. James’ Gate in Dublin. 

Later, the Order of Malta was re-established in 1934 and on 21st September 1962, the Military and Hospi-
taller Order of St. Lazarus of Jerusalem was inaugurated as the Bailiwick of Ireland at Dunsany Castle. 

On that occasion the Rt. Hon. Randal Plunkett, Lord Dunsany, was invested as Chancellor of the Order in 
Ireland. 

The Irish Jurisdiction - now highly active in the work of the Order - was later raised to the status of a Grand 
Priory and the Hereditary Commandery of Fanad was also instituted.

Grand Priory of 
IRELAND

The historical ties of our Order go back nearly 850 
years in Ireland, when the Knights Hospitallers were in-
troduced to this grand but troubled country with the 
Norman invasion.
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Grand Priory of IRELAND
Today the Order is still heavily involved with the relief of leprosy. 

In Ireland, the Order works in conjunction with the Leprosy Mission Ireland to provide funds for the care of 
leprosy patients.  The World Health Organisation currently estimates that there are fifteen million sufferers 
today, of whom only three and a half million are receiving any form of treatment.

In addition to its work with the Leprosy Mission Ireland, the Grand Priory of Ireland continues to support 
local and International charities such as a hospice or one benefitting children or the aged and occasionally 
makes a donation to an international charity with which its members may have a specific link.

2014 Donations

The Grand Priory of Ireland has been delighted to this year present the charities it currently supports with 
the proceeds of its fund-raising in recent months in the following ways.

The amount of € 2,295.00 to GlobalH2O, (who provide clean water sources to communities through con-
struction of wells, rain harvesting facilities, and spring boxes), to continue to help them proceed with drilling 
fresh water wells in Uganda.

CrossCare - Feeding Programme Dublin (one of Ireland’s oldest charities, looking after the feeding of this 
great city’s poor and indigent) with a cheque for over € 17,205.00, to help fund the refurbishment of the Hol-
lis Row Facilities and Kitchens.

With a cheque for over € 8,601.87, to Global Emergencies Care Skills, to be used to purchase emer-
gency medical equipment to assist the doctors, nurses and medics being trained to provide emergency care 
skills and services in Africa.

The Chapel of the Order is the Chapel of 
St. Stephen (or Dunsany Chapel) in St. Pat-
rick’s Cathedral Dublin (est 1191) and is the 
largest Church of Ireland. It was built on what  
is said to be the earliest Christian site in Ire-
land, where St. Patrick baptized converts.

The association between the Order and St. 
Stephen is appropriate as we know from 
Dublin Corporation Records that there was 
a leper hospital in the vicinity of the Chapel 
from about the year 1230. The Hospital of St. 
Stephen had been established by the people 
of Dublin under the patronage of the Mayor 
and City Council. 

It is no surprise then that in 1270 when the Cathedral was built by Archbishop Comyn, a chapel was dedi-
cated to St. Stephen. By the time the Hospital of St. Stephen was suppressed by King Henry VIII in 1542 it 
was comprised of “a church and three castles” and the “poor lazars” were by then in the care of some kind 
of religious fraternity. Although Masters continued to be appointed to the Hospital by 1682 it had ceased as 
a refuge for lepers and the building were derelict. 

While normally too small for investitures, Knights and Dames of the Order of St. Lazarus usually gather in 
the St. Stephen’s Chapel to process from there to the main altar of the Cathedral. The Chapel was decorated 
through the generosity of Lord and Lady Dunsany, who in 1962 established the Order of St. Lazarus in Ire-
land.
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Commemoration of 
Blessed Gérald Feast DayMALTA

Members and families of the Grand Priory of the Maltese Islands recently commemorated the Feast 
of Blessed Gérald with a service held in the Monastery of St. Ursula in Valletta, Malta.

 This was followed by a guided tour led by the Grand Prior of the famous Valletta Sacra Infermeria of the Or-
der of St. John of Malta. The virtues of Blessed Gérard and the original dedication of the hospitaller Orders in 
Jerusalem were detailed by the Grand Prior who augured that the Grand Priory’s members will adopt these 
virtues and work towards the amelioration of suffering in the community.

The Monastery, which houses the cloister nuns belonging to the Order of St. John, was founded by the Grand 
Master of the Order of Saint John in the late 16th century and since the 18th century has housed the skull 
reliquary of Blessed Gérard, who is accredited as the provost of the Xenodochium and the Leprosarum in 
Jerusalem during the time of the First Crusade in 1099. 

These institutions were to eventually develop into the Hospitaller Orders of Saint John and of Saint Laza-
rus respectively in the beginning of the 12th century

The first reference to Geraldus - of a man of upright conduct, 
serving the poor in the Jerusalem Xenodochium before the 1099 
Siege of Jerusalem - is found in the late 12th century chronicle 
written by William, Archbishop of Tyre [d.1186]. 

During the siege, the Fatimid governor Iftikhar-ed-Daula ordered 
the arrest and examination under torture of Gérard, who was 
charged with concealing treasure and maintaining communica-
tions with the enemy—traditionally passing over bread to the 
attacking forces.

Nothing is known about the origins of Blessed Gérard, altgough 
he has been said to have been born in 1040 at Martiques. He may 
however have been of Italian origin, possibly from Amalfi. Reliquary of Blessed Geraldus

After the siege was lifted, Gérard resumed his duties as Rector to the Xenodochium and Leprosarum. In 
1113, Pope Paschal II in his Bull confirming the protection of the Apostolic See, refers to Gérard as “his ven-
erable son …, founder and Provost of the Hospital in Jerusalem” and recognised “the pious earnestness of 
[his] hospitaller work”.

Pope Calixtus II confirmed the protection of the 
Apostolic See in 1119. Gérard died on the 3rd Sep-
tember 1120. His epitaph - as recorded by Fulcher 
de Chartres [d.1127] - read “Here lies Gérard the 
humblest man in the East, the servant of the poor, 
hospitable to strangers, meek in aspect but noble 
in heart, one sees in these walls how good he was: 
provident and active, exerting himself to provide all 
things, he extended his arms far and wide to obtain 
wherewithal to nourish his own: on the 17th day of 
the passage of the Sun under the sign of the Virgin 
he was transported to heaven in the arms of the 
Angels”. 

He was buried within the precincts of the Xenodochium he served so well. Some time after 1187, His remains 
were moved and found their way to Provence. The skull was transferred to Malta in 1749.

Gérard was canonized after his death by the Patriarch of Jerusalem.   

Grand Priory members with the reliquary
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“This could raise a few eyebrows,” says the Grand Bailiff, looking at me with a half-
mischievous air. “It may do,” I reply seriously, “but in all conscience it seems the 
right thing to do.”

Honours! Always a sensitive topic.............

We’re sometimes asked, “How are members of the Order, and others in civil soci-
ety, considered for honours or promotions in this Grand Bailiwick?” Fortunately I 
can start by saying it’s not left to chance, or to the whim of any one individual.

When she assumed office in 2010, the Grand Bailiff approved the establishment 
of a Membership Committee, to consider all nominations from commanderies for 
admissions to the Order, together with recommendations for promotions and 
other honours and awards.

Nominations must be reduced to writing on a prescribed form. Every nomination 
must be accompanied by rational and sufficient reasons in writing to justify con-
sideration for an award. In going about its business the committee is careful to be 
guided by some important principles.

Firstly, will an award further the objects of the Order? We are an international and 
ecumenical Christian order of chivalry, dedicated to the care and assistance for 
the poor, sick and afflicted, especially lepers. But that is by no means all. Mindful 
of our origins, we aim to sustain and defend the Christian faith, to promote and 
maintain the principles of Christian chivalry, to work for Christian unity and to 
follow the teachings of Christ.

Secondly, does a proposed award recognise achievements in humanitarian, nurs-
ing, hospital, medical, charitable, religious or chivalric fields? Naturally, long and 
devoted service to the Order are themselves valid and important grounds for 
recognition.

Thirdly, will an award be fair not only to the recipient, but also to other members 
of the Order?

This last point is extremely important. At every meeting, the committee considers 
a table of all South African members of the Order, detailing their date of entry, 
and the length of time they are taking to progress through the ranks of the Order, 
together with all honours bestowed on them. Unashamedly the Committee seeks 
to ensure internal equity, between members and between commanderies. Where 
there is a historical imbalance or unexplained ‘hitch’ the Committee will endeav-
our to achieve fair outcomes, but it must also guard against ‘award creep,’ which 
would bring awards into disrepute.

HONOURS IN CONFIDENCE

When its work is done, the committee minutes its decisions and lays its recommendations before the Grand 
Bailiff. She alone has the prerogative to approve awards, or to solicit the approval of the Grand Master for 
promotions to Knight or Dame of the Order, and admissions and promotions within the Companionate of 
Merit. She may accept our recommendations, decline them or vary them, as she thinks appropriate in the 
circumstances. But of one thing members can be certain: our Grand Bailiff is committed to fairness and rec-
onciliation between members of our sometimes fractious organisation!

Members of the committee during 2013 were the Chevalier James Bisset and Ms Caroline Isted, OLJ.  
I would like to thank them for their generous support and unwavering integrity.

The Chevalier William de Villiers
Chair: Membership Committee
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WILL CARTER   JCD OLJ
Editor

FINAL WORD
It was Rabbi SHALOM MESSAS (1913-2003 and one time Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem and Morocco) who 
said when he visited Mount Carmel in 1989, ”In all my many years and travels, I have seen much that has troubled 
my heart, and most stressful has been the many amongst us who profess great faith, yet who look aside from those 
whose need is for so little.

“But I am humbled by those few - some even who are unbelievers - who willingly share what they have, for these are 
the ones who will be blessed and we can be thankful that we can learn from their ways. Without this free spirit of 
charity, our whole community itself would be greatly impoverished.”

Powerfull words from a noted scholar and spiritual leader and relevant to the  work that our Order is doing 
around the world for people and communities in trouble. But it is just the tip of a growing iceberg in these 
troubled days.

It’s gratifying to see that there’s a new energy in our Grand Bailiwick here in South Africa Let’s seize the mo-
ment and also use this time to gather towards us others who are willing to give of their time and resources 
to help us meet our goals.
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THE GRAND BAILIWICK OF SOUTH AFRICA
OFFICE BEARERS and MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL

GRAND BAILIFF   Dame Tamra J. Capstick-Dale DCLJ
SECRETARY GENERAL  The Ven Richard Girdwood, JCD, ChLJ, BMLJ
RECEIVER GENERAL   
HERALD    The Ven Richard Girdwood JCD, ChLJ, BMLJ
CUSTODIAN OF INSIGNIA  Anthony Lister OLJ
     

WESTERN CAPE COMMANDERY
COMMANDER   Michael Allen CLJ

GAUTENG COMMANDERY
COMMANDER   Chev Ron Pennicott KMLJ

CONTACT DETAILS

Lee-ann Heyburgh         Tel:    021-426-1233            lee-ann@corporateimage.co.za

The Editor – in compiling, designing, arranging and publishing this newsletter – accepts all material 
offered or otherwise sourced for publication in good faith and takes no responsibility for any con-
tent that may prove to be incorrect.


